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REMARKS 

Claim 1 is the only claim pending in the application. By this amendment, Applicants 
editorially amend claim 1. The amendment to claim 1 was made for reasons of precision of 
language and consistency, and does not narrow the literal scope of the claim and thus does not 
implicate an estoppel in the application of the doctrine of equivalents. 

I. Preliminary Matters 

Applicants thank the Examiner for acknowledging the receipt of the foreign priority 

documents, and the previously cited references submitted with the Information Disclosure 
Statement filed December 7, 2006, 

Applicants respectfully note that the Examiner has not indicated whether the drawings 
filed with the application on April 8, 2005 have been accepted. Thus, Applicants respectfully 
request that the Examiner indicate the status of the drawings in his next response. 

II. Claim Rejections under 35 U>S.C. § 102 

The Examiner has indicated that claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as allegedly 

being anticipated by Rhyne (U.S. Patent No. 5,616,859), This rejection is respectfully traversed 
as Rhyne does not disclose, or even suggest, all of the unique features of independent claim 1 , 

For example, Rhyne fails to disclose, or even suggest, at least "a decision only line and a 
correction only line, wherein the decision only line comprises at least one uniformity inspection 
device having only a uniformity measurement function for inspecting the uniformity 
characteristics of the newly entered tire and for deciding whether the uniformity characteristics 
of the tire fall within the predetermined value, and the correction only line comprises at least 
one uniformity inspection device, wherein the uniformity inspection device has both ^ 
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uniformity characteristics correction function and a uniformity measurement function and 
corrects a tire having at least one characteristic outside said predetermined value and re-inspects 
the uniformity characteristics of the corrected tireef as recited in claim 1 . 

Instead, Rhyne discloses a uniformity test station, which only tests the uniformity of a tire 
and a separate correction station, which only corrects the characteristics of a tire. In this 
embodiment of Rhyne, once the tire is corrected, it is sent back to the uniformity test machine to 
be measxired. (See Col. 8, 11. 14-16, and FIG. 1 (element 120)). Alternatively, Rhyne discloses 
combining the initial uniformity measurement and the correction machine into a single device. 
(Col. 8, 11. 35-38). However, in both embodiment, the same uniformity test station tests the 
tire before and after it has been corrected . 

Thus, Rhyne fails to disclose, or even suggest, a decision only line for measuring the 
uniformity of a tire and a separate correction only line, wherein the separate correction only line 
has both a characteristic correction function and a uniformity measuring function . That is, 
in one exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the decision only line measures the 
characteristics of a tire only once, and after these characteristics are measured, the tire is judged 
to be either accepted or sent to the correction only line. If the tire is sent to the correction only 
line, the tire is corrected and re-measured at the correction only line, without being sent back to 
the decision only line. By employing the above arrangement, the efficiency of uniformity 
inspection is improved. 

Additionally, Rhyne teaches that: "After the tire 40 is corrected and allowed to sit for a 
period of time, for example twenty-four hours, it may be again tested. This 'sit period' is 

* • 
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sufficient time to take into consideration any viscoelastic relaxation that occurred [during] tire 
correction." (See Col. 8, 11. 14-18). For this additional reason, Rhyne cannot disclose a 
correction only line, where the uniformity characteristics of a tire are corrected and then re- 
measured, because the tire must be taken off the correction station of Rhyne, and allowed to sit 
for a predetermined time. 

For at least the above reasons, Applicants respectively assert that Rhyne does not 
anticipate independent claim 1 . 
III. Conclusion 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned attorney at the telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 



overpayments to said Deposit Account. 



Respectfully submitted, 




SUGHRUE MION, PLLC Natalija^DvOfsoi 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 Registration Nof56,61 6 

Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 

WASraNGTON OFnCE 

23373 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 

Date: March 19,2007 
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